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OTHING 15 easier than to deny
N a thing. There are plenty of
people who pooh-pooh the sea-
rting point-blank that
no =such animal exists. 1 will not
that they wrong: but it
certainly seems 1o me not unlikely that they may
be mistaken; for undemably a far greater mass
of sworn testimony in the creature’s behalf has been
]?.1u.ﬁf on record than would be neces ary to prove
mary case in a court of law. Let us give
i-serpent the fair chance 1t deserves, render-
ng judgment on the evaidence just as if any other
question was under consideration
It 15 notl necessary 1o prove hat the creature is a
In my opinion, i it exists, it almost cer-
tainlv is mot a snake. and probably not a reptile
st all.  Supposing that there is such an animal, it
mauy be a gegantic fish of peculiar form, as yet un-
science; 1t may be a mammal. or it may
¢ even a mollusk. These various possibilities 1
yresently shall have an opportumty to discuss.
hile let us consider the question whether
any known animal that corresponds to the
amiliar descriptions of the sea-serpent 1
nons which. it must be admitted. agree
pnsing extent. The reply must be a negative, as
far as any creature now recognized as surviving 1s
1 But on the other hand. there is one
animal, supposed to be extinct but possibly not so,
which., if 1t still lives, would answer to all important
speafications in the case. I refer to the zeuglodon.
We have excellent reasons for believing that the
zengiodon, a mammal related to the modern tnbe
of seals, ceased 10 exist before the close of the early
Tertiary, to which period it belonged: but we can-
not be perfectly sure.
11 1= hardly necessary to say that the sea-serpent,
a single 1mdi-
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if 11 exists, 15 10 be Tecognized not a
widual, beheld from time to time as 1t travels through
vanous seas. bul as a @iganlic marine species, pos-
sibly not uncmmon in the depths of the ocean,
though rarély seen at the surface. The creature,
according to popular tradition, is seventy feet or
more in length; 1t has an enormously long tail; its
head (four or five feet long, perhaps) is small in
proportion to its vast bulk, and owing to the pe-
culiar structure of the neck 18 reared easily to a
considerable height above the water.

This deseription corresponds perfectly to that
of the zeuglodon, whose bones are found to-day
scattered along our southern coasts, in Alabama and
elsewhere. In its day it was a numerous species,
inhabiting the marine shallows. Undoubtedly it
was exceedingly predatory and ferocious. It pos-
sessed two powerful flippers in front, for use in
swimming (many a sea-serpent 1s credited with
such flippers, by the way), and along its neck were
arranged in pairs a number of large, bony, scale-
hke plates.

#

1t is mot necessary to go hack into the geologic
past. however, in order to find an animal which,
making due allowance for errors of buman obser-
vation. may be regarded as presenting a fair like-
ness to the traditional sea-serpent.  Such a creature
now lives—the calamary, or giant squid. It is a
mollusk, related to the common cuttlefishes, and
while rare and litile known, is certainly one of the
lurgest and most formidable of existing creatures.
A full-grown specimen has eves a foot in diameter—
the largest eves probably that ever belonged to an
animal, unless the ichthyosaur be excepted —and in
addition to eight shorter arms
ghty tentacles sixty to eighty feet in length,
h which to grasp its prey. The poor fisherman
Indian Ocean greatly dreads this monster.
Such squids are comparatively plentiful m those
and he never knows at what moment he may
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see two huge greenish eves, bigger than dinner-
plates, goggling greedily at him over the gunwale of
his hoat—a warning that presently a frightful snake-
like arm, provided with powerful suckers for clinging,
will be thrown about him, dragging him overboard
and into the depths, to be devoured at leisure.
Most appropriate it will be at this pont to 1ell
the story of the bark Pauline, returning home from
the Indian seas in 1875. Hér mate and crew made
vath before a magistrate in a police court of Liver-
pool to the effect that on July & of that vear, in
latitude five degrees and thirteen minutes south and
longitude thirty-five degrees west, they had ob-
served three large sperm-whales, one of which was
wrapped around the body by two turns of what
appeared to be a huge serpent.  The head and tail
of the serpent seemed to have a length beye md the
coils of aliout thirty feet: It whirled the whale
round and round for fifteen minutes, and then
suddenly dragged the unfortunate cetacean head-

first to the bottom.
*

N if such testimony, given by a number of
indiy 11 who signed their names to the affidavit,
was offered in behalf of anything else than a sea-
serpent, 1t would be accepted pretty generally as
worthy of belief. It seems altogether probable that
the mariners at least thought that thev were telling
the truth, and it must be admitted that a sailor
knows a whale when he sees one.  As for the party
of the other part, the description one would think
could apply only to a calamary, which, i this theory
Le correct, must have been engaged in a fight with
the ecetacean. The squid must have been a huge
one, but no larger necessarily than the specimen
1o which belonged a fragment of a tentacle picked
1 on the northwest coast by Dr. Dall of the Smth-
s<onian Institution. From the size of the cup-hke
suckers on the fragment, it was reckoned that the
entire tentacle hardly could have been les than
eighty feet in length.

Like the common squid, whose skeleton furnishes
a substance for canary-birds to sharpen their ills
upon, the huge calamary swims backward, dragging
its tentacles behind, accomplishing locomotion by
forcing water out through a sort of siphon, and
sometimes erecting its tail (provided with horizontal
rudder-like flanges) a considerable distance above
the surface of the sea. If seen under such or-
cumstances, the tail almo t inevitably would be
mistaken for a head, while the enormously long
arms trathng sinuously behind would appear to
represent a snaky tail. Make allowance for a little
imagination on the part of the observer, and you
have the sca-serpent, to all intents and purposes,
comi lete.

Here then, we have an entirely possible sea-
serpent, approximately equal in size to the monster
of which we have heard so much, corresponding in
most important respects to the creature reported
by so many fairly reliable witnesses, and which
has the great advantage of being an animal actually
known to exist at the present time. The mere fact
that it is a mollusk instead of a reptile, and that its
head may have been mistaken for its tail, does not
militate against its acceptahility as a realization
in fact of the (uasi-fabulous haunter of the mysteri-
ous depths of the ocean. It already has been proved
Levond doubt that the giant squid is the original
of the fabled kraken, famed in Nn-r\‘.‘t'l.{iuﬂ Il'j_"l"l'll]"_
of which more marvelous stories are told than ever
ree related 1n regard to the sea-serpent,

The most authentic evidence on record in behalf
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of the sea-serpent was given by the
officers and crew of the British ship
Diedalus, and was transmitted to the
British Admiralty in the form of a re-
port by the commanding officer, Cap-
tain McQuhae, m 1838, He stated
that on August 6 of that year, in latitude twenty-
four degrees and forty-four minutes south, and longi-
tide nine degrees and twenty-two minutes east, one of
his midshipmen, Mr. Sartoris, saw *‘something very
unusual ' rapidly approaching the vessel.  He "re-
ported it to the cfficer of the watch, Licutenant
Drummond, with whom and Mr. William Barrett, the
master, [ was walking the quarter-deck. Onour atten-
tion being called to the object, it was discovered to
be an enormous serpent, with head and shoulders
kept constantly about four feet above the surface of
the sea, while, as nearly as we conld approximate,
there was at least sixty feet of the animal visble
bevond. It passed so ¢lose nnder our lee quarter
that had it been a man of my acquaintance I
should easily have recognized his features with the
naked eve. It held on its course at twelve to fifteen
miles an hour, apparently on some determined
purpose. Behind the head, which was without
any doubt that of a snake, it was fifteen or sixteen
jnches in diameter. Never, during the twenty
minutes it comtinued in sight of our glasses, was it
once below the surface of the water. In color it
was dark-brown, but yellowish-white about the
throat. It had no fins, but something like the
mane of a horse. The monster was seen by the
quartermaster, the boatswain's mate and the man
at the wheel, in addition to myself and the olficers

above-mentioned.”

This, it must be admitted, is testimony which
cannot be explained away or cast aside as of no
importance. We cannot attribute it to illusion. to
jgnorance, or to wilful deception. A British nioval
officer does not go out of his way to invent & hying
report for the entertainment of the Admiralty,
and it will be noticed that Captain McQuhae
took good care to back up his statement with
the evidence of a number of his officers and 1men,
who also signed the document.

#

Leaving aside the question as to what sort of
animal this actually was, and admitting that it
must have been a monster of some kind not familiar
nor easily identified, the fact 15 worth mentioming
that two months and a half later, on September 2+,
the officers and crew of the American hrig Daphne,
in latitude four degrees and eleven minutes south, and
longitude ten degrees and fifteen minutes cast, heheld
an extraordinary creature, which seems to have
resembled in all important respects the one seen
by the mariners of the Dadalus.  One of the deck
guns was brought to bear vpon it, charged with
spikes, nails and whatever other pieces of ron
could be got at the moment, and was fired at a
distance of about forty yards. It “immediately
reared its head in the air and plunged violently with
its body, showing that the shot had taken effect.”
The Daphne then stood toward the brute, which
was ‘‘foaming and lashing the water at a fearful

rate.” However, as the brig approached, it made
off at a rate of fifteen or sixteen knots an
hour. Its length was estimated at one hundred
feet.

We have mentioned a possible mammal and a
not unlikely mollusk : corresponding with reason-
alile accuracy to the description of the conventional
serpent. But may it not be a fish? Dr
Theodore Gill, one of the most famous of living
naturalists, while not himseli an advocate of the
sea-serpent,  suggests  that possibly  the actual
original of the monster may be a “giant selachian
related to the basking-shark, with an clongated
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